
MIDDLETON TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENT AND 
CULTURE FORUM

Wednesday 4 September 2019
Middleton Library, Long Street, Middleton M24 1AF

MINUTES

Present
Councillor Donna Williams  Middleton Township Chair (Chair of meeting)
Councillor Sue Smith Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor June West Rochdale Borough Council 
Councillor Malcolm Boriss Rochdale Borough Council

Officers
Lauren Mason                                                  Township Officer (RBC) and minutes
Diane Lodwig                Environmental Enforcement Officer (RBC)
Jonathan Higgins    Link4Life – Head of Events & Programming  

Also in Attendance
12 members of the public and ‘Friends of Groups’ 

Apologies
Councillor Patricia Dale Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Donna Martin Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Phil Burke Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Kallum Nolan Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Sara Rowbotham Rochdale Borough Council  
Councillor Carol Wardle Rochdale Borough Council
Councillor Linda Robinson Rochdale Borough Council
Andrew Entwistle                                    Link4Life – General Manager – Middleton Arena 
Lisa O’Neill-Rogan Link4Life – Programme Manager (Touchstones)
Victoria Davies                Middleton Town Centre Management Co.
4 members of the public 

1. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS
All were welcomed to the meeting by the Chair, Councillor Donna Williams, and introductions took 
place.  It was requested that mobile phones were switched off and put on to silent.  Lauren gave a 
reminder for everyone to ensure they had signed in.

2. APOLOGIES
Apologies were noted as above.

3. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING
Agenda Item 8 – Any Other Business
 The resident, who had raised concerns regarding the speed humps, advised that the issue is 

speed humps on Mount Road, not ‘near to’ as noted in the minutes.  The resident stated that 
the speed humps are in a poor condition and queried the height of the humps.  Following the 
last meeting, a survey was undertaken by the resident, which was passed to Councillor Martin, 
and it has since been shared with Highways who will investigate further.



All other items are to be covered under the agenda.

4. TOUCHSTONES PRESENTATION
A representative from Touchstones was not available.

5. STREET CLEANING, CLEAN & GREEN AND ENFORCEMENT
Diane Lodwig advised the meeting that the Cleaner Town Litter Campaign has been started with 
posters being displayed asking people to dispose of their rubbish/takeaway rubbish more 
appropriately.

As raised at the last meeting, a complaint was made by Councillor West regarding the industrial 
sized bins which have been put next to the end shop below Kohinoor on Long Street.  Diane 
advised that she has visited the shop owner and he has nowhere else to store his bins.  Another 
shop keeper from a nearby row advised that they could be stored on Kohinoor, as has previously 
happened, but there is charge made by the landowner to do so.  Diane has asked the shop owner to 
ensure that the bins are kept secure and lids shut.  Residents queried if the shop owner could be 
issued with a smaller bin and they were advised that this isn’t an option as Rochdale Borough 
Council don’t collect ‘commercial waste’.

The representative, present at the meeting, from the Edgar Wood Society advised that the bins 
stored on Long Street are an eye-sore, and the Head of Historic England had previously stated that 
with important buildings like the Long Street Methodist Church in such close proximity then ‘tat’ and 
rubbish which effect the ‘street-scene’ should be kept to a bare minimum.  This view was also 
echoed in the prestigious Pevsner Architectural Guides, which advised that Middleton is home to 
some amazing historic buildings, but these buildings are surrounded by lots of ‘tat’.

The Edgar Wood Society also advised that Heritage Open Days will commence in a few weeks, and 
unfortunately the area has lots of banners on display such as the one on the ‘Old School House’.  It 
was agreed that the group would forward the previous emails regarding this issue that they had sent 
to the Council’s Planning Department for Lauren to chase up.

6. LINK4LIFE UPDATE - JONATHAN HIGGINS
Councillor Donna Williams welcomed Jonathan Higgins to the meeting.  Jonathan has been in post 
since mid-March as Head of Events and Programming at Link4Life.

Jonathan commented that since starting he has realised that there is a lot to do, but also a lot of 
very good work ongoing.  His view is that there needs to be more focus and commercial acumen in 
order to better the cultural offering.  Jonathan is also working to ensure that Middleton Arena is ‘on 
the map’ for its services and work has been in progress now for some time to increase the 
knowledge within the cultural industry of Middleton Arena to ensure that it attracts more shows and 
providers to the building.

A worldwide production company have recently signed up to stage an adaptation of Frankenstein at 
Middleton Arena for a week in February.  This is the first time that Middleton Arena will host a one 
week show and it is a risk for Link4Life as the show must pay for itself, so there will be a lot of focus 
over the coming months on selling tickets and ensuring that shows like this continue to tour to 
Middleton Arena.  Jonathan advised that he is also working to ensure similar shows tour at 
Heywood Civic, which is a smaller offer but still has a lot of potential.

Councillor June West raised concerns about ticket sales and the booking office at Middleton Arena.  
Jonathan advised that Link4Life opened the ticket office at Middleton Arena in March, and it is open 
from 10am – 3pm daily, with telephone bookings available from 8.30am – 7.30pm.  In addition, 
people can also choose other options and the system in place allows people to print tickets at home.  
Wherever possible people are encouraged to go paperless, but Link4Life recognises that not all 
people have a smartphone or access to a home printer, and for that reason still continue to provide 
telephone and ticket office bookings.



Concerns were raised with Jonathan about the lack of advertisement of some events and shows at 
Middleton Arena.  Jonathan advised that previously the cultural side of Link4Life didn’t have specific 
events marketing, and he and others have encouraged a change in the way Link4Life markets 
events.  Since March they have experienced an increased take up of ‘likes’ to the Link4Life social 
media pages which allows for direct marketing opportunities.

A resident queried with Jonathan about financial support that Link4Life receives from Rochdale 
Borough Council and Jonathan confirmed that Link4Life are subsidised.  A local group advised that 
they were very unhappy about the unwillingness of Link4Life to help market local events, and 
whereas previously Link4Life would allow local groups to drop flyers off and display them in the 
foyer this is no longer the case.  Local groups asked if a community board could be made available 
to allow local groups to advertise events.  As a senior member of Link4Life staff, Jonathan 
confirmed he is happy to agree to this request, but any posters, etc would need to be checked 
before they could be displayed on the board to make sure that they are appropriate, etc.  He will 
speak with the Marketing Team about this matter.  It was stated that there was previously an 
electronic notice board, and groups could email posters, etc. to Graham Duckworth who would add 
them on to this notice board.  Jonathan advised that if posters are sent electronically then Link4Life 
can help to publicise events via social media, etc.

A resident advised that before Middleton Arena was built there was the Civic Centre, and this venue 
used to cater to smaller groups with affordable or free bookings, and this arrangement allowed 
smaller groups such as sequence dancing, etc. to use the facilities.  Jonathan advised that he is 
trying to develop links with many of the smaller groups, and he would like to see better and 
increased use of the facilities available at Middleton Arena, especially from smaller groups.  The 
resident stated that previously they would be given a batch of tickets to sell to generate income.  
Jonathan advised that unfortunately due to GDPR and Link4Life also being a charity, they can’t give 
out tickets but will always try to work with groups to ‘facilitate’ any sessions or groups.

Jonathan advised that since starting he has established three different pricing rates; commercial, 
non-commercial and community.  These rates will allow for clearer pricing and hopefully encourage 
more groups to use the facilities at Middleton Arena.

Jonathan has also been looking to increase wedding bookings at Middleton Arena.  The Marketing 
Team will be arranging for some publicity about weddings and other family events being hosted at 
the venue.

Councillor Williams thanked Jonathan for attending, and this was echoed by Councillor Boriss who 
felt that Jonathan is a ‘breath of fresh air’ for the organisation.

7. TRANSPORT ISSUES
At the last meeting residents were asked to report any bus issues when they happen.  Lauren 
advised that there have been no reports made.  A reminder was given that if there are any issues, 
these should be sent to Lauren who will send them to Councillor Burke, as he is the Council’s 
Transport Representative.  Lauren advised that the report needs to happen when the incident 
happens as without details such as the specific time and date these incidents cannot be 
investigated by TfGM.

A resident queried if the CCTV cameras in the Town Centre could be used to catch drivers who 
ignore the ‘No Entry’ signage.  Lauren advised that cameras enabled for the reasons of catching 
driving offences, have to be registered ‘ANPR (automatic number plate recognition) specific 
cameras’, with specialist GDPR/ANPR licenses and as such normal CCTV cameras can’t be used 
for this purpose.



8. UPDATES
Middleton Town Centre Management Company
Victoria has sent her apologies and provided a written update which Lauren read out to the meeting:
 Garden inspections continue to be carried out monthly and a report is issued to the relevant 

parties.  Victoria is aware of the water stop tap which has had its cover removed and she is 
currently liaising with Gerard Proudman (Environmental Management) and United Utilities to find 
out who is responsible and how to get it repaired to prevent 'youths' filling up water bombs, etc 
and causing anti-social behaviour in the Gardens.  As a temporary measure, the tape has been 
sealed off using heavy duty black bags and insulating tape.

 Alongside the Summer Saturday events this year there was a new 'Summer Sizzler' - Midd's Big 
Bank Holiday Bash on Saturday 24 August 2019 - this event was a really successful and well 
attended with around 200 children and their parents coming into the Gardens to join in with a 
number of activities.  There was also a number of local craft stalls, a DJ and free BBQ food.  
This is an event which MTCM hope to expand every year from now on.

 'Oktoberfest' is to be held on Saturday 5 October 2019 from 12 noon and there will be five live 
bands, beer tents and food stalls.

Friends of Middleton View
 The Friends of Middleton View advised the grass cutting at Tonge Hall still hasn’t been 

completed.  It was agreed that Lauren would pass this issue on to the relevant section in 
Environmental Management.

Friends of Jubilee Park
 The Friends of Jubilee Park had sent their apologies to the meeting, but were congratulated 

again on receiving the Green Flag for the second year running.

Friends of Wince Brook
 No representative present to give an update.

Green Volunteers
 The Green Volunteers usually meet on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Saturdays and the thanks 

of the meeting are noted to all the Green Volunteers who do a wonderful job throughout the 
year.

 The group are undertaking balsam bashing.

Friends of Alkrington Woods
 The group thanked Township for the ‘start-up’ grant they received in July. 
 A website has been created for Alkrington Woods. 
 The group have met with TfGM to discuss plans to try and create a more attractive point of 

entry to Alkrington Woods via the entrance opposite the bus station.  TfGM have agreed to 
install a display board about the Woods and they will provide signposting in the bus station to 
encourage more visitors.

 The group advised that they have plans to create a community orchard in Alkrington Woods.  
Councillor Smith informed the group that some fruit bushes can be made available from the 
Community Garden.  The group were advised to contact the Woodland Trust for fruit trees with 
the best time to register interest via the Woodland Trust website in late February/early March.

 A meeting has been arranged with Highways tomorrow to discuss issues with the lay-by and 
signage to Alkrington Woods on the highway.

 A litter pick in Alkrington Woods is to be organised.

Friends of Boarshaw Cemetery
 No representative present to give an update.



Friends of Hopwood Woods Nature Reserve
 The group advised that there was a recent incident whereby a drink driver caused some 

damage by driving up the cycle path, and all present felt that the Council should be able to 
make a claim for any damage against the driver’s insurance.

Absolute Angling
 As discussed at the last meeting, the group are still working on the installation of additional pegs 

and pathways with the eventual aim of creating a project involving more young people in fishing.  
It is proposed to refurbish the old toilet block as part of the project will involve younger people 
being on site for long periods of time, so there will be a requirement to have these facilities.  
Lauren advised that she had discussed this matter with the Ward Councillor who had some 
questions and they would visit the group.

 The group advised that they have fished at Myrtle Lodges for around 25 years, paying rent to do 
so, but in line with some other Council waters they wish to close one of the waters to members 
fishing only.  As part of this proposal, the group have installed an additional seven pegs at the 
waters.  It was agreed that another meeting would need to be held with colleagues from 
Environmental Management to discuss the proposals.  (Action: Lauren to liaise with 
colleagues in Environmental Management to ask for a meeting to be arranged to discuss 
the proposals by the group)

 The group have spoken with GMP officers from Middleton with a view to getting Police involved 
in both the above schemes to have a positive influence on young people.

Friends of Bowlee Community Park
 A grant application to Township for the group to purchase spring bulbs has been submitted and 

it will be considered in October 2019.  The group will provide an update at the next meeting.
 The group thanked Rochdale Borough Council as they have been advised that going forward 

the Council will fund insurance for ‘friends of groups’ and all felt this was a very positive thing/ 
step forward.

 The group advised that they are hoping to participate in a two day training course being run by 
Rochdale Borough Council for ‘Task Leaders’ as part of the Green Volunteer scheme.  On 
completion of this course, groups will have more freedom to undertake projects without a 
‘Council Supervisor’.

Friends of Mellalieu Street
 No representative present to give an update.

Status4All
 The group have received some funding from ‘Safer Communities’ to allow them to engage with 

NEETS (young people who are Not in Employment, Education or Training).  The project will be 
based around growing and eating healthy foods.

Middleton Cricket Club
 No representative present to provide an update.

Limefields
 No representative present to give an update.

Bowlee Community Association
 Bowlee Pavilion is now back in to use.
 The Community Catalysts have been getting involved and it is hoped they will start running 

some sessions from the building.
 An open day is planned for Saturday 5 October 2019 and Councillor Smith welcomed all to 

attend.
 The group are hoping to start a project to work with older people and reduce loneliness and 

isolation.



Historic Cheapside 
 No representative present to give an update.

Middleton Civic Association
 The Heritage Open Days are running on the second and third weekends in September: Friday 

13 September, Saturday 14 September, Sunday 15 September, Friday 20 September, Saturday 
21 September and Sunday 22 September.

Middleton in Bloom
 Judging took place on Monday 15 July 2019 and the group felt it went very well.  The judges 

were enthusiastic about Middleton throughout the day.  The judging route included the Town 
Centre and all the installations that the group planned were in place, and remain so.

 For 2020 the group plan to rebrand the project with a new website and new logo, which will 
include a new theme ‘Going for Gold’ in the style of the Olympics.

 The group have managed to secure the involvement of JW Lees, Tesco and McBrides for the 
2020 In Bloom project.

 A discussion was held about cigarette dimps which are often littered near to the pubs in the 
Town Centre; all agreed that this issue should be the responsibility of the landlords and their 
customers.

 The In Bloom project and Middleton Cricket Club involvement was raised.  The group advised 
that they have previously approached the club, but due to another large scale project they were 
involved in they couldn’t commit.  It was agreed that Middleton in Bloom should approach the 
club again and try to get them involved.

 Funding that Rochdale Borough Council make to the In Bloom scheme was discussed.  
Middleton in Bloom advised that they have seen paperwork showing the scheme receives 
around £150,000, but only a small percentage of this is spent in Middleton.  Councillor Williams 
asked the group to provide further details and she advised if this is the case she will raise it 
further with senior managers.

Middleton Brass Band
 The group are hosting the second intake of the year this coming Monday (9 September 2019) 

and it was agreed that the details would be sent to Lauren to share with the Council’s 
Communications Team to ask for their help in publicising this event as it is a great opportunity 
for young people to get involved and it has been kept free of charge by the group.

 The group advised that tickets are now on sale for ‘Middleton Band presents Christmas with the 
Houghton Weavers’ on Saturday 14 December 2019 from 7pm at St Michael’s Church.

9. ANY OTHER BUSINESS (NOT ALREADY DISCUSSED ON THE AGENDA)
 The meeting was advised that some of the signage in the Town Centre is out of date, ie there is 

still a sign pointing to the Council offices on Sadler Street.  (Action: Lauren to report to 
Highways)

 Councillor West raised concerns regarding people receiving parking tickets at the Old Boar’s 
Head when visiting the Doctors’ Surgery or Durnford Street Clinic.  Lauren advised that this 
issue has been raised on a number of occasions and as the Council is not the land owner the 
Old Boar’s Head are legally entitled to install parking meters and charge for parking, with fines 
for those who don’t comply with the parking terms and conditions.

10. DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
27 November 2019
19 February 2020


